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Abstract. "Prologue" is the first article of the series "Erasmus+ in Cologne" and is intended 

mainly for students and researchers of the Faculty of Geography of the University of 

Bucharest, who want to take part in an Erasmus+ scholarship. It covers advice and relevant 

information regarding the Erasmus+ programme, the choice of the university, the selection 

process (including required documents) and the interaction with the future host university (in 

this case, Technical University of Cologne), all based on the personal experience of the 

authors (Erasmus+ alumni). 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

The series "Erasmus+ in Cologne" consists of three 

episodes (Prologue, TH Cologne and The City of 

Cologne) and outlines a four-month long Erasmus+ 

scholarship period (27.03.2017-28.07.2017) of the 

two authors, Vladimir-Nicolae Nechita (postgraduate 

student) and Cătălina-Teodora Stoian (graduate 

student) in the city of Cologne, in Germany. The 

purpose of the series is to present all the necessary 

steps before, during and after the Erasmus+ period 

and to provide hints and tips based on the personal 

experience of the authors. 

The articles are intended for Bachelor, Master or 

PhD students and researchers mainly from the 

Faculty of Geography of the University of 

Bucharest that are willing to participate in the 

Erasmus+ Programme and are interested in topics 

such as disaster management, rescue engineering, 

resources management or geography. 

While the first article (Prologue) introduces the 

reader to the Erasmus+ Programme, covering the 

selection process and all the procedures before the 

mobility, the second one (TH Cologne) will focus 

on the Technical University of Cologne, including 

the available study programme at TH Cologne, the 

enrollment procedures and the study itself. The final 

article (Life in Cologne) will relate to the city of 

Cologne and to the student life there. 

 

2. THE ERASMUS+ PROGRAMME 

 

The Erasmus+ Programme (European Region 

Action Scheme for the Mobility of University 

Students) is a European Union Programme in 

education training, youth and sport. Since 1987, 

when it was established, the Programme has 

provided learning experiences for more than 2 million 

European students (European Commission, 2013). 

Erasmus of Rotterdam, the Dutch philosopher and 

humanist, was the person after whose name the 

programme is called. Currently, more than 4000 

higher institutions from 37 countries are 

participating in the Erasmus+ Programme 

(European Commission, 2014).  

According to the European Commission (2012), 

the Erasmus Programme was adopted on the 17th of 

June 1987 by the same institution and was based on 

the pilot student exchanges that took place between 

1981 and 1986 (European Commission, 2013).  

11 member states joined the programme at that 

time: Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Greece, France, 
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Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and 

United Kingdom. As the programme was 

expanding, language courses were introduced in 

1996 and one year later teacher exchanges were 

implemented. Romania joined the programme 1998. 

In 2000, the programme was including no less than 

32 countries. On the 24th of October 2002 was 

celebrated the One Millionth Erasmus student and 

only 7 years later the Two Millionth Erasmus 

student (European Commission, 2012). In 2014 the 

new Erasmus for All Programme (Erasmus+ 

Programme) was launched, allowing students to 

participate more than once in the programme. This 

year (2017) the 30th Erasmus Programme 

Anniversary was celebrated. 

Statistics of the European Commission showed 

that only in the academic year 2013-2014, 272,497 

students chose another European country to study. 

The highest number of students sent abroad were 

from Spain (37,235), followed by Germany and 

France. Same year, Spain received the most 

exchange students from other European countries, 

almost 40,000, followed by the same two countries 

– Germany and France. Back then, the average 

duration of student exchanges was six months 

(European Commission, 2015). 

Taking a closer look at the share of subject areas 

attended by the exchange students in the academic 

year 2013-2014, 40% percent of them were 

interested in social sciences, business and law, 20% 

in humanities and arts, 15% in engineering and 

manufacturing and the remaining 25% in other 

topics (European Commission, 2015). 

The success of the Erasmus+ Programme 

contributed and led to several milestones (European 

Commission, 2012): 

 Launch of the Bologna Process. 

 Establishment of the European Credit 

Accumulation and Transfer System (ECTS), 

allowing students to earn credits when 

studying in a foreign country (an inter-

institutional agreement between the home 

institution and the receiving institution is 

used, while the courses followed at the 

partner institution are equated at the home 

institution after the mobility through the 

above mentioned system).  

 Internationalization of Higher Education 

Institutions (HEI). 

 Improved services and methods of learning 

and teaching, including new opportunities for 

cooperation. 

The programme also contributed to enhancing 

the academic knowledge and competences of the 

students, supporting their personal development. 

 

3. CHOOSING THE RIGHT UNIVERSITY 

 

When applying for an Erasmus+ scholarship, there 

are several criteria that have to be taken into 

consideration. Firstly, you have to be confident and 

sure that this type of scholarship is the right step 

you need and want. If you like to study, to research, 

to develop yourself and to improve not only your 

language skills, but also your academic experience, 

you sure are prepared to take part in such a 

programme. Also, if you have managed to save 

some money, the savings could help you during the 

mobility period, as the grant you will receive does 

not cover all costs.  

Please also take into consideration that, applying 

and eventually obtaining the grant, and later, 

abandoning the selection process would imply 

negative consequences. If you quit the scholarship 

after you have been admitted, you will still be 

eligible to apply in the future, but you will not have 

credibility anymore and there are chances that you 

will not get another opportunity. That is why you 

have to be very confident and to inspire credibility.  

To apply for an Erasmus+ scholarship you must 

be a Bachelor, Master or a PhD student and 

currently enrolled at the Faculty of Geography of 

the University of Bucharest. At this moment (2017) 

there are 18 European countries comprising partner 

universities you can apply for (http://www.geo. 

unibuc.ro/mobilitati.html). 

The first criterion for making the right decision 

is the official language of the country your future 

host university will be located in. There are 

universities in Austria, Germany or Poland where 

some of the offered courses are in English. Given 

the fact that English is spoken by most of the 

students, it is good to keep in mind that this 

condition might just not be enough. Speaking the 
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official language of that country offers you a high 

variety of opportunities, such as getting easier in 

touch with the locals, gaining respect and even making 

a lot of friends. Most of the partner universities 

have language prerequisites – B1 or B2 level. 

The second criterion is related to the cost of 

living of the country where your future host 

institution lies. In none of the cases will the 

scholarship cover the entire costs of your mobility, 

but going for Norway or the Netherlands for 

instance will imply additional costs for sure. 

Choosing Spain, Poland or Italy, where the cost of 

living is lower, would lead to fewer costs. 

Finally, you have to decide upon the study 

programme that fits you best according to your 

present degree programme and to your future 

specialization. During the scholarship period, it is 

not necessary to attend only Bachelor modules if 

you are, for example, a Bachelor student. The 

programme allows you to attend any kind of module 

regardless of your current degree programme. Also, 

do not forget to get in touch with the professor 

responsible for the partner institution in your faculty 

and with Romanian alumni as well – they will 

surely have valuable information to share. 

 

4. THE SELECTION PROCESS 

 

Once you have taken the decision to apply for an 

Erasmus+ scholarship and talked to the professor 

responsible for that university, there will be 

specified a period (the period will be announced 

online – www.geo.unibuc.ro a couple of weeks 

before the beginning of the selection process) when 

you have to submit the following documents: 

 A motivation letter (written in English/other 

language). 

 A CV (Europass format, written in English). 

 A proposed study programme to be followed 

during the mobility period. 

 

Also, you have to meet the following requirements: 

 Enrolled as a Bachelor/Master/PhD student at 

the University of Bucharest. 

 Integralist after the last examination session 

(at least 7.00 average study grades). 

 Pass a language assessment test. 

Once you meet these conditions and provide the 

necessary documents, you are eligible for the 

interview that takes part usually a couple of weeks 

after the submittal process. During the interview 

you will be assessed by a special commission 

composed of members of the teaching staff. It is 

recommended to prepare for the interview, taking 

into consideration your motivation, your academic 

experience and background and the proposed study 

programme you want to follow.  

After being selected by the Faculty of 

Geography, you will receive an e-mail afterwards 

from the Department of International Relations 

(Central Erasmus Office). You should submit here 

the following documents: 

 Erasmus Exchange sheet x 2. 

 Learning Agreement for studies form x 3. 

 Dean's statement for the recognition of the 

studies. 

 Curriculum Vitae (Europass format). 

 Motivation letter (in a foreign language). 

 Copy of the identity card. 

 Official academic transcript. 

 Translated version of the academic transcript. 

 Copy of a valid language certificate. 

 Academic calendar of the host university. 

Please note that obtaining accommodation is 

strictly your responsibility. You can either choose to 

apply for a student dormitory (in this case through 

KSTW – Kölner Studierendenwerk, accessing the 

following link: https://tl1host.eu/SWK/index.html# 

admission), a private dormitory or a private 

apartment. Places for student dormitories are 

limited, so it is advised to apply as fast as possible. 

After your submittal is complete, your application 

will be sent to the host university. 

 

5. GETTING IN TOUCH WITH THE HOST 

UNIVERSITY 

 

After sending the application, you will receive an    

e-mail from the host university (TH Köln). The        

e-mail will comprise valuable information related to 

your mobility: faculty you will be enrolled in, 

contact person for academic matters, contact person 

for administrative issues and a link to an online 

platform (called Mobility-Online, available at: 
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https://www.th-koeln.de/mobility), where you should 

create an account and a profile. There you will find 

actions that you must complete: prior to your stay, 

during your stay and after your stay (Figure 1).  

There are 10 objectives prior to your stay that 

need to be completed, starting with accessing the 

link to the online platform you have received via  

e-mail and ending with the print of the admission 

letter. You have to upload the Learning Agreement 

Before the Mobility form (signed by the University 

of Bucharest) and a valid language certificate. After 

printing the letter of admission, this must be sent to 

the Department of International Relations (Central 

Erasmus Office). 

 

 
Figure 1 Mobility-Online platform for TH Cologne 

 

6. FINAL PREPARATIONS 

 

Before leaving, you must attend the OLS+ language 

assessment test according to the study language 

abroad (https://erasmusplusols.eu/). The same test 

must be attended at the end of the mobility, in order 

to find out if there have been language skills 

improvements during the mobility period. In the last 

step, you must open a euro bank account (preferably 

at Banca Comerciala Romana, where your grant 

will be paid). You must also sign and submit a 

financial contract and a guarantor's statement (in 

case you will not meet all terms and conditions 

during the mobility). 

Prior to your stay, you should book your flight 

ticket in advance. There are multiple companies that 

are offering flights between the Otopeni 

International Airport (Bucharest) and the Cologne 

Bonn Airport (Cologne’s main airport) such as Blue 

Air (low cost company for direct flights) or Tarom, 

Lufthansa, German Wings and others (indirect 

flights). You can get to Cologne by plane from 

Craiova or Cluj-Napoca as well through Wizz Air.  

There is also possible to reach Cologne by bus 

(Eurolines or Flixbus), but the travel time will be far 

longer. Do not forget about the medical insurance 

(European Health Insurance Card or a private health 

insurance). Book also a room in advance 

(www.booking.com) before moving to a student 

dormitory or to a private apartment and get in touch 

with your future landlord or dormitory administrator. 

 

7. CONCLUSION 

 

If you are convinced and want to take part in the 

programme, you can start preparing and we invite 

you to read the next two articles as well. In the 

following article you will find out more about the 

Technical University of Cologne, including relevant 

academic matters:  how and what you will study, 

what are the advantages and the disadvantages of 

the study programmes and important steps to follow 

in order to achieve your goals. 
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